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DR MARK M. SMITH





“Making Sense of ‘Race’”





Mark Smith, Distinguished Professor of History at the University of South Carolina, will deliver a lecture on February 11th at 6pm, in the Smith Studio at Idea Center in Playhouse Square, 1375 Euclid Avenue.


This event, entitled Making Sense of Race, explores the full sensory history and construction of race, particularly as it applied in the Southern US, ca. 1750-1960. The talk examines the full range of how race has been constructed as a sensory experience, including all five senses, especially hearing, smell, taste, and touch.  The talk will be followed by an interactive discussion exploring the methodology and presentation of sensory history, and investigating ways to bring findings into the classroom.


What is sensory history? Why is it important? How does it apply to our understanding of race? What are some of the promises and pitfalls of the "habit" of inquiry? The presentation addresses these issues in an effort to initiate discussion among teachers on how to investigate and present the history of the sensate, and how to go beyond current conventions. Sensory history is booming among historians.  However, problems loom, especially concerning the methodology and presentation of Sensory History. Dr Mark Smith will explore sensory history, encouraging a lively discussion with all participants.


The lecture is presented by the CSU Department of History, and the Center for Public History & Digital Humanities, as a component of the Sounds of American History teacher workshop series.  Participating teachers should register with Jim Luteran at � HYPERLINK "mailto:jim.luteran@esc-cc.org" �jim.luteran@esc-cc.org� to receive a parking pass and copy of Mark Smith’s book, How Race Is Made: Slavery, Segregation, and the Senses.  


The lecture is open to the public.  Students, teachers, and scholars from all levels and fields are invited to attend.


Professor Mark M. Smith is author of Mastered by the Clock: Time, Slavery, and Freedom in the American South (winner of the Organization of American Historians' 1997 Avery O. Craven Award and South Carolina Historical Society's Book of the Year); Debating Slavery: Economy and Society in the Antebellum American South, published by Cambridge University Press in 1998; Listening to Nineteenth-Century America (University of North Carolina Press, 2001), How Race Is Made: Slavery, Segregation, and the Senses (University of North Carolina Press, 2006), and Sensing the Past: Seeing, Hearing, Smelling, Tasting, and Touching in History (University of California Press, 2008). His edited books include Hearing History: A Reader (University of Georgia Press, 2004), Stono: Documenting and Interpreting a Southern Slave Revolt (University of South Carolina Press, 2006), and Writing the American Past (Wiley, 2008). He has published articles in the American Historical Review, Past and Present, the William and Mary Quarterly, the Journal of Southern History, the Journal of Social History, The Chronicle Review (Chronicle of Higher Education), the Journal of American History, and the Journal of The Historical Society. Professor Smith has lectured in Europe, throughout the United States, Australia, and China and his work has been reviewed and featured in the New York Times, the London Times, the Chronicle of Higher Education, and Science.  Professor Smith is the current President of The Historical Society.
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